Conference on the Application of Religion and Science to Ecology & Sustainability: Perspectives from Islam and Buddhism

IBED CONFERENCE 2022 | Zoom Platform | 15 January 2022

= PO sime L= UNIVERSITI
’5-;-0’ MaLavsia 'I.E_a l‘by

MALAYA
1

Knowing and Caring of Nature - An Islamic Perspective

Datuk Prof. Dr. Azizan Baharuddin

Director, Centre for Civilisational Dialogue, University of Malaya (UM)/
Chairholder, UKM-YSD Chair for Sustainability

The National Uriiversity
W Malaysi

faysia " YAYASAN




Outline & Introduction

Need to Understand Current Realities, Causes & Effects of
Unsustainability

Critical Role of Religion/Spirituality

Islamic Perspectives:

1. Harmonising Science & Religion

2. Restoring Balance — Physical & Spiritual
3. Need for Worldview Change

Call for Action



Multiple Crises of Unsustainability

Apathy unlimited

Water woes will keep happenmg
if we remain unrespcnsnve

OLLUTION is a problem that refuses to go away be-
cause those who can stop it when they can do not.
know this only too well. Apathy is a national
enemy, but some of us wear it very proudly. We must
bury it before it buries us. Take the case of the factory that
discharged used engine oll, among others, into Sungai Se-
langor. The factory is allegedly a repeat offender (NST, Sept 6
— "What were enforcement officers doing?”). The owners were
previously fined RM60,000 for a similar offence. This must be
peanuts for them to do it again. Paltry, is what one expert
described the compound imposed as. We agree. They must not
be allowed to walk away so lightly. But polluters often do.
Whenever such pollution becomes a national concern, au ~
thorities lament that laws are inadequate. Then a national AMANAH
chorus of ministers and regulators promises laws with better
bark and harder bite. We have heard It all before. The Frerich
have aten s, Welcome to déja vik& la Mala
By all me ahead and give the law a harder yme of
our laws do need that. Punish and perish should be the aim of
the new laws. Contamination of a resource as vital as water is a
crime deserving punitive punish-
We have ment, repeat offenders or not. Im-
heard it all  Prison the owners, directors and
‘managers. Shut the factories down
before. The French and do not allow them to come
have a term: ‘déja  back to life in another guise. It is
. not uncommon for factories and
vu'. Welcome to restaurants to be shut down but
déja v’ a la see life again under another name.
¥ Regulators must see to it that this
doesn’t happen.

n the meanwhile, the author-
ities owe the nation an explanation as to why the full force of
the Water Services Act 2006 was not applied on the owner who
walked away with a RM60,000 compound. There is yet another
explanation the authorities owe the people: Afer having Im-

posed the compound, why wasn't the factory kept on the
Fegulato 56 Watch? 1t appears that the regulacor
regulating. The frequent lament by the regulators is that they
donot have the manpower to regulate all that needs regulati;
This is an aged excuse. Last year, there were 171 million civil
servants. We shall not get Into.a debate as towho 1s and s nota

I servant. We leave that to analysts who slice and dice the

Rubblsh rhrown into Sungai Gong in Rawang, Selan,gor Ejﬂuents 4 4 [ | ; :‘:‘é:rgné}“(si}‘%‘?’s“?ﬁ‘;ni} ;g‘iu;’g‘z :gfi;:l’rsﬂv’;éi“f;f:’é

allegedly from a machinery maintenance factory, have caused several ! — | ? bvious essons,we sre sl left with 665,068 i ervants i

water treatment plants along the river to shut down. PiC BY FATHIL ASRI . ey b e e SRR
plaints from regulators may not be as sh

If you think pollution is peculiar to rivers and lakes, think

again. Ourland and air need regulating, too. Open burning and
illesal landfills are a common sight. If this isn't enoush. we
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Injuries, fatalities,
mental health impacts

Severe

. Weather
Heat-related illness

and death,
cardiovascular failure

Extreme

Environ-
mental
Degradation

Forced migration,
civil conflict,
mental health impacts

Water and Food
Supply Impacts

Malnutrition,
diarrheal disease

Asthma,
cardiovascular disease

Polﬁj':ion Malaria, dengue,

encephalitis, hantavirus,

Rift Valley fever,
Lyme disease,
chikungunya,

West Nile virus

Changes
in Vector
Ecology

Increasing

Allergens Respiratory

allergies, asthma

Water
Quality Impacts

Cholera,
cryptosporidiosis,
campylobacter, leptospirosis,
harmful algal blooms

Source: US Centers of Disease Control and Protection (CDC) / The Star, 7 Nov 2021



Holocene — World in Balanced Condition

First migration of Modern humans  Migrations of fully Great European
fully modern arrive in modern humans from Beginning civilisations:
humans out of Africa Australia South Asia to Europe of agriculture  Greek, Roman
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« Today, the Holocene is superceded by the Anthropocene.
« Anthropocene - relating to or denoting the current geological age, viewed as the
period during which human activity has been the dominant influence on climate and

the environment.



Causes of Climate Change

Earth system trends
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* The use of science & technology not guided sufficiently/ unintentionally by the
hard facts of the limits of nature.

Many of the Earth’s capacities have been breached.

For example: CO? increase led to increase loss of H,O catchment areas, increase
floods due to destabilisation processes.

Decrease of resources for medicines, etc.

Source: Steffen, W., Broadgate, W., Deutsch, L., Gaffney, O., & Ludwig, C. (2015). The trajectory of the Anthropocene: the great acceleration. The
Anthropocene Review, 2(1), 81-98. 6



Article Will Steffen, Paul J. Crutzen and John R. McNeill

The Anthropocene: Are Humans Now
Overwhelming the Great Forces of Nature?

Photos:



Climate Change (CC) and Political Instability (globally)
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* CC affects socio-political parameters
leading to wars/conflicts.

* Competition over resources.

e 1980 — 2010 statistical research =2
heatwaves, droughts & other natural
disasters increased because of global
warming pushing countries into
armed conflicts, particularly those

already split along ethnic lines. (eg. in
Africa)

Source: Schleussner et al. (2016). Armed-conflict risks enhanced by climate-related disasters in ethnically fractionalized countries. Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences of
the United States of America (PNAS). 111 (33).



Refugee Influx

New phenomenon - Environmental
refugees

Migration is a global issue = a priority for
all Governments

More than 1 billion out of 7.9 billion
human population are migrant-refugees.

There are roughly 74 million forcibly
displaced persons.

» 31 million refugees, because of
disasters (2020)

» 3 million asylum-seekers, and
» 40 million internally displaced persons

Source: New York Declaration for Refugees and Migrants, United Nations 70™ Summit 2016 | goo.gl/1Gjlk8
Muslim Aid Blog, What'’s Life Like in A Syrian Refugee Camp | goo.gl/xiCpuu

https://www.unhcr.org>refugee-statistics



Climate Change and Agriculture Production

Food crisis — a looming threat for everyone.

Mitigation efforts include seed banks (biobanking): but who monopolises the
sources?

Issue of rising gap between rich and poor — touching upon economic systems.
Need to balance earth capital, human capital and financial capital.

Source: http://www.theguardian.com/environment/2009/mar/05/china-food-farming 10



http://www.theguardian.com/environment/2009/mar/05/china-food-farming

Effects of Climate Change: One Islamic Approach

*Corruption has appeared on land and sea,
Because of what people’s own hands have wrought,
So that they may experience/understand something of what they
have done; So that hopefully they will turn back.

(Quran 30:41)

*The corruption (fasﬁd) that humans have caused on the Earth

Need to differentiate between disasters that are due to natural
events wrought by people acting contrary to the Divine moral values




Natural Calamities & Human Sufferings

* Natural and reasonable for people to ask questions:-

— What is the real causes of the losses?
— Is it a result of God’s fury or man’s folly?

— Do the calamities have something to do with the moral behavior of the victims or are
they outcomes of negligence & lack of respect for the limits of the Earth’s capacities?

http://talesfromthelou.wordpress.com/2011/04/02 /natural-disasters-or-divine- http://thecomingcrisis.blogspot.com/2011/03/markets-second-guessing-how- 12
retribution/ aftershock.html



Worldviews

Man-Centered Life-Centered

= Man is the measure of = Man is not the measure
everything of everything

* By his reason alone he can = Reason need to be aided
know and solve everything by revelation (values)

» Resources are infinite, other = Resources are finite, limits
species are of utilitarian exist
value only

* |[n synchrony with = The material dimension is
materialism balanced with the spiritual

dimension
\ J
|
RELIGIOUS WORLDVIEW

Religion and Science are harmonized

13



Religion Should Help To Address The Crisis of
The Loss of Meaning (Of The Self)

* In the 10" International Congress on Obesity: "Poverty exists not
There is an estimated 1.5 billion overweight Yl -Rez st R
people globally, ten years later it is 1.9 billion and  FTPrYYs
650 million are obese.

* In 2019, 39% are obese worldwide.

- yet...in developing countries, one out of
10 children dies before the age of 5 due
to malnutrition

« 690 million people, of which 21% are
children, are perpetually hungry

but because we
cannot satisfy the rich."

Source: WHO (2019), World Hunger Report; Sacquet (2005) World Atlas of Sustainable Development, p. 19



IMPORTANCE OF SPIRITUAL INTELLIGENCE (SI)

1Q

Intellectual
intelligence
serial processing
left brain

SQ

spiritual intelligence
synchronous processing
whole brain

EQ

emotional
intelligence

parallel processing

right brain

Sl is the innate human need to connect with
something larger than self

The Quran for example sees Sl as an integrated view
that deals with questions of existence and creation,
modelling the texture of human intention, morality
law and social interactions

Sl is the ability with which we exercise goodness,
truth, beauty and compassion in our lives

Sl implies presence of intuitively gifted knowledge
and soft skills that includes one’s worldview &
purpose of life, ego and self plus the awareness of
the universe and laws of the Divine.

Seat of Sl is the HEART/QALB. "



SCIENCE IS INSPIRED THROUGH AWE TOWARDS NATURE
(THE PANDEMIC INCLUDED)
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1€ necessity of awe

In awe we hold fast to nature’s strangeness and
open up to the unknown. No wonder it’s central to
the scientific imagination

‘Those who dwell ... among the beauties and
mysteries of the Earth are never alone or
weary of life’ — Anonymous

Source: https://aeon.co/essays/how-awe-drives-scientists-to-make-a-leap-into-the-unknown

Role of Tadabbur and
Tafakkur (to relate what
we observe in nature with
what is revealed).

The importance of
kauniyah verses in the
Quran (referring to objects,
phenomena and events in
nature and history).

The significance of Ulul
Albab (those who never fail
to reflect on the
phenomena of nature as
signs of the greatness of
the Creator). »


https://aeon.co/essays/how-awe-drives-scientists-to-make-a-leap-into-the-unknown

From Faith to Action
UN Climate Chief: Faith groups must act on

climate change

ﬂ Carey Lodge CHRISTIAN TODAY JOURNALIST Published 08 May 2014

'®|Email |£|Print As (a |+ Share {3_4\ W Tweet ' 4| | G+ | Recommend this | Pinit

Source: http://www.christiantoday.com/article/un.climate.chief.faith.groups.must.act.on.climate.change/37288.htm

UN Climate Chief Christiana Figueres has
condemned climate change as "one of the great
humanitarian issues of our time", arguing that
faith leaders must take a stronger stance
against it and encourage their followers to do
the same.

In an article for the Guardian, Figueres

contends that "Saving the Earth and its peoples
from dangerous climate change is an economic,
social and environmental issue - and moral imperative



http://www.christiantoday.com/article/un.climate.chief.faith.groups.must.act.on.climate.change/37288.htm

* Roles of religion and ethics in
addressing climate change

Paula J. Posas’

Department of Civic Design, 74 Bediord Streel South, University of Liverpool, Liverpool L69 72Q, UK

ABSTRACT: After a brief introduction summarizing current climate change knowledge and potential
responses, climate ethics are discussed within an historical context and a preliminary timeline of cli-
mate ethics is set forth. The paper argues as its central thesis that religion has major roles to play in
enabling the world's societies and individuals to take the actions necessary to address climate change
causes, impacts, and related issues in an effective and ethical manner. The pivolal roles of religion in
issues of climate change and environmental justice hinge primarily on religions’ functions in society,
ethical teachings, reach and influence, and ability to inspire adherents to action. Religions' ability to
inspire action is evaluated empirically against data from 2 compilations of religious activity on
climate change. The analysis indicates significant religiously based involvement and influence on

ethical aspects of climate change and point to much greater potential for the role of religion in future

solutions to the climate crisis.
Source: Posas, P. J. (2007). Roles of religion and ethics in addressing climate change. Ethics in Science and Environmental Politics, 2007, 31-49.

18



Significant Role of Religion in Climate Change

e Religion has a major role to play in addressing climate change.
* Role is empirically verified.

* Religious ability/function is through its ethical teaching, its
reach and influence as well as ability to inspire its adherents.

* Potential for the role of religion in future solutions to climate
change very much emphasized because it is linked to the
ethical aspect of climate change.

Source: Posas, P. J. (2007). Roles of religion and ethics in addressing climate change. Ethics in Science and Environmental Politics, 2007, 31-49. 19
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(New Sunday Times, 2 July 2017)

MR B
IELTRIRE RS PR R LY N '

i Labishit ey

TRANSFORMASI NASIONAL 2050

'RELIGION PART OF DEVELOPMENT

Vital to boost
understanding of
faith through
education,

TEM ATHIRA YUSOF
KUALA LUNPUR

w@m.com.my

RIME Minister Datuk
Serl Najib Razak said
yesterday religion and

spirituality are impor-

tant aspects of development.
In his blog, najibrazakcom, he
said t was important o Improve
the understanding of faiths

through education, as suggested by

Netizens on their National Trans-
formation #*TNS0 aspirations
throughout Ramadan recencly.

He said Netizens suggested via
Facebook and Twitter accounts,
using the hashtag # TNS5O,
that better understanding
among diverse cultures and
falths would promote unity
among citizens, educating them
from young-

He said one such person, Nas-
tasha Nor Jaafar, suggested that
moral studies in schools must be
restructured and implemented
with religious elements for stu-
dents to understand the diverse
cultures in Malaysia.

Another social media user,
Joshua Chan, recommended
more interfaith dialogues be or-
ganised as platforms for people
to discuss and exchange opinions

on Issues and topics regarding
any religion, in a relaxed and ca-

sual setting for the benefit of the
country.

Religious institution such as
temples, mosques and gurdwara,
should arrange sactivities and
programmes that included all
faiths and reduce the gap be-
tween the people. This sugges-
tion came from social media user
Cynthia.

Social media user Puspasala-
mender said mosques should
hold lessons on the religion every
day for people to have a better
understanding of Islam.

Najib said Ahmad Khalid Yong
sald Muslims should refer to the
Quran, not only for knowledge,
but also research and develop-
ment (R&D), adding that they

should produce 8 “Quranpedia®

-+

JULY 2, 2017 . NewSunday Times

Goot & Policy/ NEWS |11
e S Sl S S Sl S . = 2o 7 L7 -

)

-

to serve as o source of knowledge
not only for Muslims, but also for
those interested In learning
about the religion.

“Alhamdulillah, the country
has been actively upholding the
Quran in Malaysia where our
wasatiyyah (moderation) ap-
proach has led to the sstablish-
ment of the Nasyrul Al-Quran
Complex In Putrajaya, making
the nation the second biggest
distributor and printer of the
holy book in the world after Saud|
Arabia,

“When we are strong in our
Faith, it will indirectly create a
responsible person who will want
to shape and maintain harmony
and peace in the country,” said
Najib, referring to the first ine of
the Rukun Negara, which is belief
in God,

20



The Sustainability Imperative

Justi dl
ustice (adl) Wisdom (hikma)

' Sustainable

Public Interest |
(maslaha) Innovation (ijtihad)

Rijsberman (2000) dan Al Jayyousi (2008)

 Religious thinking (Islamic) can influence all the 4 areas

21



Religion (Islam) & Sustainable Development

Prof. Odeh Rashed Al-Jayoussi
Arabian Gulf University, Bahrain

Odoh Rashed Al-Jayyousi

ISLAM AND
SUSTAINABLE
DEVELOPMENT

New Worldviews

andinnovationseries

Foroword by s Royal Highaess B) Hassas B4 Taldl of Jordam

Pollution and corruption (fasad) are due to the breaking of
the unity between man, nature and the Creator (hablum
minannas, hablum minallah, hablum minalbi’ah)

The need for figh al-biah (environmental ethics + ecological
knowledge)

The need for transformational leadership to address the
threats of climate change glocally.

The global debate on climate change needs to be informed
by religious (Islamic) discourse regarding trusteeship
(amanah) and a holistic approach of Green Jihad (striving),
ljtihad (innovation) and Zuhd (moderate living) principles.

Green JIZ (Al-Jayoussi, 2012)

Source: Rashed Al Jayoussi (2012) Islam and Sustainable Development. Ashgate Publishing: United Kingdom.

22
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Example of Hybrid Knowledge (Science* & Spirituality):
Complementarity Between SDGs& Magqasid Shariah
(Objectives of Religious Law)

mm“ REDUGED
Wmllf INEQUALITIES

DEE[HTWIIRHAHD
EIIEIHE]MI[' GROWTH

RESPONSIBLE
GONSUMPTION
1 PEAGE, JUSTICE PARTNERSHIPS
AND STRONG FOR THE GOALS
INSTITUTIONS
SUSTAINABLE
z DEVELOPMENT
GOALS

Holistic dimension/principles of Maqasid Shariah

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

' Sustainable

Equitable
Protection of Religion/Faith
Protection of Life

Protection of Intellect

Protect!on of Lineage *Science — inclusive of social sciences
Protection of Wealth

23



Elements of Hybrid Knowledge: Knowledge/ Science
and Spirituality to be Harmonised

Restoring the Balance: Maslow’s

] HABLUN
Hierarchy of Needs Theory e .
(Man - Creator) Protection of Religion
(Coall Jada)
J
Self- Self-fulfillment ABLUN N
imm: needs T MINALBIAH Protection of Life
. B i Syl - ”,g",[ Jasa
Good behavior : nd"",m'e“'“"l Jtem - bty Env%i?nent) e y
 aclivities . bi
, VB Protection of Reason
Dignity . pmgmndfadingofceconph : plishment. \  Psychological . J
' : needs ~
Family “":;iﬂfmnr:&:n':ﬂ;me:g:"“ Protection of Progeny
(AT PELEN
Home Safety needs: <
securly, soely BO:LC Protection of Property
neeas o
Food (AFMPELEN )

https://www.simplypsychology.org/maslow.html
Source: https://www.simplypsychology.org/maslow.html

intellect-actual.blogsy
24



Islamic Model to Address Climate Change

Three (3) components: Green Jihad, Ijtihad and Zuhd = Green JIZ =2 represents a
holistic response to climate change from an Islamic perspective.

Green Jihad = harnessing the civil society activism to save nature and people’s
right in a free, safe and healthy living = unlocking the potential of human
innovation to improve human well-being.

Green Zuhd -2 living tightly on earth and to avoid over consumption, overuse and
over-exploitation of resources = Muslims as a median community of all nations (as
ummatan wasatan) = should take responsibility & transcend the consumer culture
and develop models for renewable energy and clean production.

Input for Figh al-Biah = schools/universities.
Islam is Deen = total way of life.

25
Source: Rashed Al Jayoussi (2012) Islam and Sustainable Development. Ashgate Publishing: United Kingdom.



A Model for Addressing the Climate Change from the
Religious (Islamic) Perspective

Green Development

Green Zuhd
(Lifestyle)

Green Jihad A

ue ljitihad
(Activism) (Innovation)

People-Centered

Source: Rashed Al Jayoussi (2012) Islam and Sustainable Development. Ashgate Publishing: United Kingdom.
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What Can Faith Groups, NGOs, Youths, DO?

’ % POWER
» SHIFT

CAN :iMALAYSIA®

CLIMATE ACTION NETWORK
International

L‘“ 3

© 5@
enwronment
programme

1972-2022

AL-MIZAN:
ISLAMIC
CHARTER FOR
THE
ENVIRONMENT

https://www.unep.org-al-mizan-co...

2021

SCIENCE
& ISLAM

O

fF;

ﬁees

eco\>

SLAMIC DECLARATION ON

CUMATECHANGEUDCC)

The Declaration was launched on August 18, 2015 in conjunction with the
Intemational idlamic Symposium on Ciimate Change in Istarb, Turkey

Copynght & inatitute of istamic Undsrstandng Masysw (M)

2015

EcoKnights

INSPIRING SUSTAINABLE LIVING



From Faith to Action

The Islamic Declaration on Climate Change (IDCC)

URL: http://islamicclimatedeclaration.org/islamic-declaration-on-global-climate-change/

m" cyﬁmwm v (A

¥

* Conference brought together scientists, policy makers, ulama
and leaders from various faith based groups.

* Interfaith dialogue on climate change took place.

28


http://islamicclimatedeclaration.org/islamic-declaration-on-global-climate-change/

ISLAMIC DECLARATION ON CLIMATE CHANGE (IDCC)

International Islamic

9 International Islamic Climate Change Symposium CHANGE SYMPOSIUM

HOME ABOUT DEQARATION SCHEDLE PARTNERS  RESOURCES  SPEAKERS  LOCATION

—— AUGUST 17-18, 2015 - ISTANBUL —
INTERNATIONAL ISLAMIC CLIMATE

A-'A f 17 - 18 August 2015

Istanbul, N W

~=*{SLAMIC DECLARATION ON
CLIMATE CHANGE (IDCC)

CHANGE SYMPOSIUM
. )= ; j i
-..-\,. ’i‘ ,’ C aitures .
= i.a'a h . e, * >3

ter -.-Mf'.‘ .

August 17-38-2015 U/ Hotel Retaj Royele Istanbxl, Evre._ ¢ 24 Professional Speakers

The Declarasion was launched on August 18, 2015 in conjunction with the
Intemational Islamic Symposium on Climate Change in Istanbul, Turkey

Copyright © Insiituts of iatamic Understanding Mataysia (IKIM)

Declaration consists:

* Preamble - the what & why of climate change

e Affirmation — the Islamic view regarding environment & climate change

» Suggestion (call) — call for responding the way (shariah) & living alongside it (maqasid shariah)
* To do list for stakeholders, citizens, leaders, governments, corporations etc

29



In the name of Allah, Most Merciful, Most Compassionate

PREAMBLE OF IDCC

God — Whom we know as Allah — has created the
universe in all its diversity, richness and vitality: the
stars, the sun and moon, the earth and all its
communities of living beings. All these reflect and
manifest the boundless glory and mercy of their
=“*SLAMIC DECLARATION ON Creator. All created beings by nature serve and glorify
CLIMATE CHANGE (|DCC) their Maker, all bow to their Lord’s will. We human
& Dbeings are created to serve the Lord of all beings, to
work the greatest good we can for all the species,
individuals, and generations of God’s creatures.

3 _'./L» \,.;

ey~ -‘xebﬁ“ii \ \vt)' gt

The Declaration was launched on August 18, 2015 in conjunction with the
Intermational islamic Symposium on Cimate Change in Istanbu, Turkey

Copyright & institute of Istamic Understandng Kalrysa (M)

PARIS2015
COP21-CMP11




THE IDCC THEREFORE AFFIRM

Allah is the Lord and Sustainer (Rabb) of all beings.
He is the One Creator — He is al-Khalig.

Nothing that He creates is without value: each thing is created bi
’lI-haqgq, in truth and for right.

He encompasses all of His creation — He is al-Muhit.
He created the Earth in perfect equilibrium (mizan) .

By His immense mercy we have been fertile land, clean water and
all the good things on Earth that makes our lives viable and
delightful.

The Earth functions in natural seasonal rhythms and cycles: a
climate in which living beings thrive.

The present climate change catastrophe is a result of the human
disruption of this balance.

31



AFFIRMATION

We recognize that we have the responsibility to establish good and avert
evil in every way we can.

We also recognize that -

We are but one of the multitude of living beings with whom we share the
Earth;

We have no right to oppress the rest of creation or cause it harm;

Intelligence and conscience behoove us, as our faith commands, to treat
all things with care and awe (tagwa) of their Creator, compassion
(rahmah) and utmost good (ihsan).

We recognize that we are accountable for all our actions (Quran 99: 6-8)

Then he who has done an atom’s weight of good, shall see it;
and he who has done an atom’s weight of evil, shall see it.



AFFIRMATION

e QOur responsibility as Muslims is to act according to the example of the
Prophet Muhammad (God’s peace and blessings be upon him) who:

* Declared and protected the rights of all living beings;

e Established inviolable zones (harams) around Makkah and

Al-Madinah, plants may not be felled/cut and wild animals
may not be hunted or disturbed;

e Established protected areas (himas) for the conservation and
sustainable use of rangelands, plant cover and wildlife;

* Lived a frugal life, free of excess, waste, and ostentation;

33



THE IDCC CALL

We call upon the Conference of the Parties (COP 21) to the United
Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) and
the Meeting of the Parties (MOP) to the Kyoto Protocol taking place
in Paris December, 2015 to bring their discussions to an equitable
and binding conclusion, bearing in mind;

e The scientific consensus on climate change, which is to stabilize
greenhouse gas concentration in the atmosphere at a level that
would prevent dangerous anthropogenic interference with the
climate systems;

e The need to set clear targets and monitoring systems;

e The dire consequences to planet earth if we do not do so;

e The enormous responsibility the COP shoulders on behalf of the
rest of humanity, including leading the rest of us to a new way of
relating to God’s Earth.

34



All Muslims wherever they may be

e Tackle habits, mindsets, and the root causes of climate change,
environmental degradation and the loss of biodiversity in their
particular spheres of influence, following the example of the

Prophet Muhammad (peace and blessings be upon him), and bring
about a resolution to the challenges that now face us:

Do not strut arrogantly on the earth. You will never split the earth
apart nor will you ever rival the mountains’ stature. (Qur’an
17:37)

35



Waqf — Islamic Financial Instrument

Waqf — something that is given for the use of public; or something provided or
reserved for the needs of the public.

Paper by Sukmana 2020: Since 2010, 84,860 papers were published covering microfinance
banking, non-bank finance - financing education, agriculture, housing among others.

Lessons: 1) collaboration between awgaf and financial institution may have a significant
impact on development. 2) Cash awgafs managed by financial institutions have zero costs —
the money need not be returned to the wagif (wagf-giver).

However better governance is crucial, government has to focus on wagqf innovation through
comprehensive and updated rules and regulations, particularly on the use of CSR as a wagqf.
Study showed that the 17 SDGs are in line with the long-term objectives of the
Shariah.

Stakeholders can undertake developments on the basis of awqaf for the SDGs framework.

Example of water wagqgf (wakaf air under KASA) under Ministry of Environment
and Water.
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